
March 17, 2020 
 
Dear Church Family,  
 
I am writing to inform you of the ways in which our church will be increasing our public health 
measures in an effort to contain the spread of the COVID-19 virus. These restrictions have been 
put in place in an effort to heed the most up-to-date advice of our public health advisors. 
 
Until further notice, all worship services will take place exclusively online. Every Sunday at 
10:30am from your home, you may worship either at 
www.facebook.com/LeominsterUnitedMethodistChurch/ or at www.leominsterumc.org. I 
encourage you to carve out this time in your week to connect with God and to tend to your 
spiritual wellbeing. If you need help navigating technology, please call the church office at (978) 
537-1356 and someone will assist you.  
 
During this time, all other church events and activities—except for Ruth’s Harvest Food 
Pantry—are cancelled. The food pantry will continue serving residents of Leominster 
experiencing food insecurity on the 4th Saturday of every month from 8-10am through a drive-
thru system for as long as possible.  
 
The church office will remain open for as long as possible, but we ask for no visitors. Please 
conduct your business with the office either over the phone or by email 
(lumcoffice1@gmail.com).  
 
Here are some ways that you can stay connected during this time:  

 
• If you have a prayer concern, please call the church office, share your concern either over 

the phone or on a voice message, and indicate whether the concern is private and only for 
me or if you would like your concern to be mentioned in corporate prayers in Sunday 
worship.  

• If you need to speak with me or need a visit from me, call the church office. A time will 
be coordinated for us to have a visit over the phone. 

• If you have access to a computer, you can also email me for any reason directly at 
pastormichelleashley@gmail.com. If you need something, please do not hesitate to reach 
out. 

• Attend online worship (details above). 
• Give an offering (details below).  
• Listen to the recording of Sunday’s sermon at www.leominsterumc.org/sermons or 

anywhere you get your podcasts. Recordings are posted Sunday mornings at 11am.  
• Read your Bible, sing or listen to songs of worship, do acts of justice and compassion, 

and pray. 
 

If you are healthy and wish to serve those who are sick during this time, please contact the 
church office and let us know what services you can offer. Here are a few examples of things 
that are needed:   



• Picking up groceries or prescriptions and delivering them to someone’s home 
• Making phone calls to check on people 
• Preparing and delivering meals to the Leominster homeless shelter that we support  
• Volunteering at the food pantry  

Many people in our congregation and the wider community will be experiencing financial 
hardship during this time. If this is you, please consider making use of our food pantry and let me 
know if you have other unmet needs with which you need emergency assistance. If you are 
someone who has enough, I invite you to give generously to God through LUMC during this 
time. Now, perhaps more than ever, your donations are needed. Here are a few ways to 
financially give during the pandemic:  

• Give online at www.leominsterumc.org/give  
• Setup a direct debit through your bank or your bank’s billpayer app  
• Mail or drop off a check (in the 24/7 secure outside black mailbox by the door) at: 

 
Leominster United Methodist Church 
77 Hall St. 
Leominster, MA 01453  

I hope and pray that you are taking good care for yourself and those around you during this 
pandemic. I am thankful for the many members of our congregation who have already made 
significant lifestyle changes in order to protect their own health and the health of others. These 
changes are not easy, and I pray especially for those who are alone, those who will suffer 
financial hardship during this time, and those whose mental and emotional wellbeing may suffer 
as a result of isolation.  

Again, please do not hesitate to reach out if you need something. I am your pastor, I am here for 
you, and it is my privilege to walk alongside you on this journey.  

Grace and peace,  

Rev. Michelle Ashley, Pastor  
pastormichelleashley@gmail.com  
(978) 537-1356 
 

  


